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USGS Invites You to Explore 125 Years of 
Science   
At the USGS Open House - Come and Explore -  

This year, the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) will host its sixth annual open house in conjunction with 
Earth Science Week. The theme is “Living on a Restless Earth” with a focus on Natural Hazards and the 
ways Earth scientists study hazards in order to understand their causes and minimize their impact on 
society. 

Watch a volcano erupt unpredictably, track manatees from space, examine fascinating fossils, and wear 
the gear and tools of a geologist! Learn what minerals are in everyday products and how the USGS 
tracks the effects of severe storms on coastal environments. From water quality to sinkholes and 
monitoring Florida hydrology and native wildlife, learn about research in progress. Find a satellite image 
of your house with The National Map. See how scientists have a bird’s eye view of coral reefs. Ask 
microbiologists if African dust could be to blame for the decline in coral reef and human health. 

Visitors will learn about the science of the USGS and be able to talk to scientists about their work.  

See all this and much more – 
When: Wednesday, October 27, 2004, from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
Where: USGS Center for Coastal and Watershed Studies, 600 Fourth Street South, Petersburg, 
FL 33701  

Exhibits, demonstrations, and hands-on activities are planned to introduce the whole family to the 
wonders of natural science. Admission and parking are free.  

More information about the USGS Open House, including exhibits, teacher resources, and directions is 
available online at http://coastal.er.usgs.gov/openhouse2004.html and http://www.usgs.gov. 

Approximately 800 fourth grade students and teachers from the Tampa Bay community will participate in 
the USGS open house on Tuesday, October 26, 2004 from 8:30 a.m. to noon.  

“For 125 years, the USGS has provided the Department of the Interior, the Nation, and the world with 
the science needed to make important decisions and safeguard society,” said Chip Groat, USGS 
Director. “I am delighted to have the opportunity to mark this significant anniversary and invite you to 
join us as we celebrate 125 years of science for America.” 

The mission of the U.S. Geological Survey is to serve the Nation by providing reliable scientific 
information to describe and understand the Earth; minimize loss of life and property from natural 
disasters; manage water, biological, energy, and mineral resources; and enhance and protect our quality 
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of life. Located in downtown St. Petersburg, the USGS Center for Coastal and Watershed Studies 
focuses on geologic processes related to societal problems arising in coastal and marine environments.  
 
NOTE TO REPORTERS: Jennifer Leigh Oates, USGS public outreach coordinator, can be reached by 
calling 727-803-8747 x3075 or by email at: joates@usgs.gov. Reporters are invited to attend the USGS 
open house. There will be photo and interview opportunities for print, broadcast, and electronic media. 
 
To receive USGS news releases, go to www.usgs.gov/public/list_server.html to subscribe. 
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